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Note of last General Assembly meeting
	Title:


	General Assembly

	Date:


	Tuesday 30 June 2015

	Venue:
	Harrogate International Centre, Kings Road, Harrogate, HG1 5LA

	
	


Attendance
183 authorities in full membership and 5 authorities in corporate membership were represented at the meeting.
	Item
	Decisions and actions


<AI1>

	1  
	Welcome by the Chief Executive of the LGA

	
	The  Carolyn Downs (Chief Executive) welcomed representatives to the meeting.

        Carolyn Downs informed the General Assembly that she would be leaving 

        the LGA in August to take up the role of Chief Executive of the London

        Borough of Brent.  Carolyn Downs thanked members for all their support 

        and kindness over the past 4 years.




</AI1>

<AI2>

	2  
	Election of President

	
	Carolyn Downs invited nominations for the positon of President of the Association for 2015/16.

Decision
It was moved by Cllr David Sparks OBE (Dudley MBC), seconded by Cllr Gary Porter (South Holland DC) and agreed that Lord Kerslake be elected President of the Association until the next Annual Meeting.




</AI2>

<AI3>

	3  
	Address by the President of the LGA

	
	Lord Kerslake delivered his inaugural address to the General Assembly as President of the LGA in which he reflected on the honour of being elected to the role and paid tribute to Lord Best as his predecessor.  In looking to the year ahead, he commented on the future challenges, the vital role the sector and the role of LGA in acting as its champion.     



</AI3>

<AI4>

	4  
	Address by Lord Best, outgoing LGA President

	  
	Lord Lord Best gave his final address to the General Assembly in which he thanked 

         members for the honour of undertaking the role for 9 years, reflecting on the 

 and  the influence of the LGA in Parliament during this period. He paid particular thanks to

         Carolyn for her role as Chief Executive during a particular challenging time for local 

         government. 
.  



</AI4>

<AI5>

	5  
	Election of Chairman

	
	The President invited nominations for the position of Chairman of the Association for 2015/16.

Decision
It was moved, seconded and agreed that Cllr Gary Porter (South Holland DC) be elected Chairman of the Association until the next Annual Meeting.

The Chairman thanked Lord Kerslake and took the chair for the remainder of the meeting.




</AI5>

<AI6>

	6  
	Address by the Chairman of the LGA

	
	In a short inaugural address, Councillor Gary Porter (Chairman) thanked the General Assembly for his election, Councillor David Sparks for his chairmanship of the LGA over the past year and Carolyn for her time as Chief Executive. He paid particular tribute to Lord Best for his support and contribution to the work of the Association as its President for the past 9 years.  He also thanked a number of long serving staff who were soon to leave the LGA; Cathy Boyle (Member Services Manager) and Roberta Henry (Deputy Head of Events).  



</AI6>

<AI7>

	7  
	Address by Councillor David Sparks OBE, outgoing Chair of the LGA

	
	Councillor David Sparks gave his final address as Chair of the LGA, in which he thanked members for the privilege of undertaking the role which he described as a pleasure.  He reflected on his year in the role, commented on the challenges ahead for local government and wished Cllr Porter well in his role as Chairman.  



</AI7>

<AI8>

	8  
	Election of Vice-Chair/Deputy-Chairs

	
	The Chairman invited nominations and seconders for four Vice-Chairs of the Association for 2015/16.

The following nominations were moved and seconded:

Cllr Jim McMahon, Oldham Council, (Labour)

Cllr David Hodge, Surrey County Council, (Conservative)

Cllr Gerald Vernon-Jackson, Portsmouth City, (Liberal Democrat)

Cllr Marianne Overton MBE, Lincolnshire CC (Independent)

Decision
Cllrs McMahon, Hodge, Vernon-Jackson and Overton were elected as Vice-Chairs of the Association until the next Annual Meeting.

The Chairman invited nominations for eleven Deputy-Charis for 2015/16.

The following nominations were moved and seconded:

Conservative

Cllr David Simmonds (Hillingdon LB)

Cllr Philippa Roe (City of Westminster)

Cllr Peter Fleming (Sevenoaks DC)

Cllr Sean Anstee (Trafford MBC)

Labour

Mayor Sir Steve Bullock (Lewisham LB)

Cllr Sharon Taylor OBE (Stevenage BC)

Cllr Keith Wakefield (Leeds City)

Cllr Nick Forbes (Newcastle City)

Cllr Anne Western (Derbyshire CC)

Independent

Peter Reeve (Cambridgeshire CC)

Liberal Democrat

Mayor Dorothy Thornhill MBE (Watford BC).

Decision
Cllrs Simmonds, Roe, Fleming, Anstee, Taylor, Wakefield, Forbes, Western and Reeve and Mayors Bullock and Thornhill were elected as Deputy Chairs of the Association until the next Annual Meeting.



</AI8>

<AI9>

	9  
	LGA Vice-Presidents 2015/16

	
	The General Assembly were invited to note the appointment of Vice-Presidents for 2015/16, under Article 7.2 of the Constitution.

Decision
The General Assembly noted the appointments of the following MPs, MEPs and Peers as LGA Vice-Presidents for 2015/16.

Conservative

Henry Smith MP (Crawley) 
Margot James MP (Stourbridge) 
Charles Walker MP (Broxbourne) 

Heather Wheeler MP (South Derbyshire) 
Stewart Jackson MP (Peterborough) 
Andrea Jenkyns MP (Morley and Outwood)

James Cleverley MP (Braintree)

Amanda Milling (Cannock Chase)

Baroness Eaton 
Lord Whitby of Harborne

Julie Girling MEP (South West)

Andrew Lewer MEP (East Midlands)

Labour
Clive Betts MP (Sheffield South East) 
Steve Reed MP (Croydon North)

Catherine West MP (Hornsey and Wood Green)

Wes Streeting MP (Ilford North)

Lord Beecham 
Baroness Smith of Basildon 
Lord Smith of Leigh 
Lord Whitty

Lord McKenzie of Luton

Richard Howitt MEP (East of England)

Derek Vaughan MEP (Wales)

Liberal Democrats
John Pugh MP (Southport)

Tim Farron MP (Westmorland and Lonsdale)
Norman Lamb MP (Norfolk North)

Baroness Barker 

Lord Greaves 

Baroness Maddock 

Lord Shipley 

Lord Tope

Baroness Bakewell

Baroness Pinnock

Baroness Scott of Needham Market

Catherine Bearder MEP (South East)

Independent
Douglas Carswell (Clacton, UKIP)

Baroness Greengross 

Lord Bichard 
Baroness Howarth 

Lord Laming

Lord Adebowale 

Baroness Jones of Moulsecoomb (Green)

Earl of Lytton
Baroness Grey-Thompson

Earl of Listowel

Keith Taylor MEP (South East, Green)

Lord Best



</AI9>

<AI10>

	10  
	LGA Constitution

	
	The General Assembly received a report commending an additional clause to the LGA Constitution, intended to give greater flexibility in the Association’s governance arrangements.

Decision
The General Assembly agreed the additional clause to the Constitution.



</AI10>

<AI11>

	11  
	LGA Consolidated Financial Statements for year ending 31 March 2015

	
	Decision
The General Assembly received the LGA’s Consolidated Financial Statements for the year to 31 March 2015.




</AI11>

<AI12>

	12  
	Annual Report of the LGA's Audit Committee

	
	The General Assembly received an overview of areas reviewed and work undertaken by the Audit Committee in 2014/15.

Decision
The General Assembly noted the annual report of the Audit Committee.




</AI12>

<AI13>

	13  
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 July 2015

	
	Decision
The minutes of the Annual Meeting of the General Assembly on 8 July 2014 were agreed as correct records of those meetings




</AI13>
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