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Safer & Stronger Communities Board – report from Councillor Ann 
Lucas OBE (Chair) 

 
Setting local fees 
 
1. Guidance for members on setting local licensing fees was published on 4 February, 

following a landmark legal case. The guidance will assist councils to set fees that 
comply with the new case law. The Home Office have also launched a consultation on 
localising alcohol licensing fees, which the LGA has been lobbying for over many 
years. Unfortunately the proposals contain a number of aspects that will work to the 
disadvantage of councils and we will be working extensively with our members to 
ensure that a robust, detailed and evidence-based response is returned to the Home 
Office.  

 
2. In responding to the launch of the Government's consultation on locally-set fees, Cllr 

Page broadly welcomed the move towards discretionary powers for councils on this 
issue. However, he also stressed the ongoing cost to councils in subsidising the drinks 
industry by £1.5 million a month, and the consequent importance of minimising further 
delay in implementing reform. 

 
Betting Shops 
 
3. The LGA’s lobbying for greater control over the clustering and operation of betting 

shops has been given a boost by comments made by two major operators in the 
betting industry. Ralph Topping, Chief Executive of William Hill, has called for ‘the 
insertion of a cumulative impact test’ to allow councils to refuse new licence 
applications in areas where there are too many betting shops, while Fred Done, 
Chairman of BetFred, has called for a return to the demand test that magistrates were 
able to apply prior to the introduction of the Gambling Act. He also called for a joint-
LGA and betting industry task force to examine how local authorities, bookmakers and 
communities interact. The LGA is meeting with these companies to explore the options 
for addressing these issues. 

 
World Cup 
 
4. Cllr Khan launched joint guidance with the British Beer and Pub Association for 

landlords wishing to hold safe events during the World Cup. We will also be responding 
to the consultation on a national extension of licensing hours over this period.  

 
Domestic abuse and violence 
 
5. The new chair of the Board, Cllr Ann Lucas, met Her Majesty’s Inspector of 

Constabulary, Zoë Billingham, in early March to discuss the report from HMIC on its 
review of the police response to domestic abuse and violence. Although the report will 
focus on recommendations for police forces on how they can improve their response to 
domestic abuse cases, the meeting provided an opportunity to discuss those 
recommendations relating to partnership work and the links between councils and the 
police in tackling this particular crime, such as the support provided to victims after an 
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initial incident has been reported. Cllr Lucas was able to use the meeting to suggest 
better ways that the police and councils could work together including through the use 
of place based budgets and joint commissioning. 

 
Liaising with frontbench teams 
 
6. Ahead of the March meeting of the Board the Conservative and Labour groups met 

with members of their respective frontbench Home Affairs team members. Lord Taylor, 
the Home Office Minister in the Lords, came to meet the Board’s Conservative Group 
members, while Jack Dromey MP met the Board’s Labour Group members. Some of 
the topics on the agenda for the Board were discussed such as betting shops and the 
use of fixed odd betting terminals and legal highs along with other emerging policies 
such as that on modern slavery.  

 
FGM working group 
 
7. The first meeting of the FGM working group was held on 28 February, which was 

chaired by Cllr Lisa Brett, Vice-Chair of the Safer and Stronger Communities Board. 
The group welcomed representatives from the NSPCC, FORWARD and the British 
Arab Federation. Discussion revolved around the issues facing local communities and 
how the organisations could engage with those communities where FGM was most 
prevelant. The working group agreed to invite other organisations to the next meeting 
and set out a work programme for advancing work over the coming months. 

 
Leadership Academy 
 
8. The most recent in a series of Fire Leadership Academies took place on 12-13 

February. The event was led by Cllr Kay Hammond, Chairman of the Fire Service 
Management Committee who set out the leadership challenges and opportunities 
facing the sector. There were also discussions around creating good member/officer 
relations, dealing with the media and leadership styles. The Leadership Academy was 
attended by a range of councillors with responsibility for fire and rescue services, 
drawn from county, metropolitan and combined authorities and feedback received from 
the event was very positive.   

  
LGA's Annual Fire Conference 
 
9. Cllr Hammond is set to chair the LGA's next Annual Fire Conference which will be 

taking place at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff between 11-12 March. The 
Conference will provides an opportunity for fire and rescue authorities to join in national 
discussions on issues like fire finance, blue light integration and community budgets, as 
well as the chance to hear from the Fire Minister and Lyn Brown MP, the shadow fire 
minister. 
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