LGA Special Interest Groups
2014 Annual Report to LGA Leadership Board

	SIG NAME, LEAD OFFICER, AUTHORITY AND CONTACT DETAILS:


	SIG NAME: District Councils’ Network
LEAD OFFICER: Emma Tucker
AUTHORITY:  
ADDRESS: Local Government House, Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ
TEL: 0207 644 3049         

EMAIL: emma.tucker@local.gov.uk       
WEBSITE: http://districtcouncils.info/ 


	CURRENT MEMBERSHIP: 
[Note: Only LGA member authorities are entitled to SIG membership]

	200 District Councils in Membership. One not in Membership. 


	TERMS OF REFERENCE:


	Our Constitution can be found online at http://districtcouncils.info/files/2011/04/DCN-Constitution-July-2010.pdf 



	KEY AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:


	The District Councils’ Network is a member led network of 200 district councils. We are a Special Interest Group of the Local Government Association (LGA), and provide a single voice for district councils within the LGA and to Central Government.

We act as an informed and representative advocate for districts to government and other national bodies, based on our unique position to deliver for ‘local’ people. We issue regular newsletters, host member & multi-stakeholder events, respond to government consultations and undertake research and produce publications on behalf the sector.

The District Councils’ Network will:
1) Lobby and negotiate directly with senior members of the LGA, Central Government, national bodies and regulators to get our unique message across. We will be at the table to inform and influence these local and national stakeholders on things that matter to our members and their local communities:

· Housing
· Welfare Reform
· Local Government Finance
· Planning 
· Economic Growth
· Health & Wellbeing 
· New ways of working
2) Promote innovation and best practice across our membership. District councils are at the forefront of creating innovative solutions to tackling the economic and social problems faced by local communities. We will ensure that we identify and communicate this across our network and promote our successes nationally.

3) Provide prompt and informative responses to our members on central government policy. Through consultation responses, policy briefing papers, regular newsletters, monthly updates and events we will keep members up-to-date on the key issues effecting districts and how best to respond to the changing policy landscape.

4) Work closely with the County Councils Network to address two-tier issues and secure the best outcomes for district councils. Some of the issues facing districts can’t be solved by us alone and we will ensure we work closely with CCN colleagues where this is in the interest of districts.
5) Undertaking sector-based, forward thinking research on behalf the sector to help set the future direction of local government policy and provide an informative resource for members. The DCN uses its extensive network of local government, public and private sector partners to commission and undertake research to produce informative publications for our members and the public sector more widely. 


	KEY ACTIVITIES/OUTCOMES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN



	Key Activities

· Free events on government policy, matched to the delivery of the DCN Business Plan and on emerging issues
· Four Assembly meetings a year

· Monthly Leader and Chief Executive Updates

· Bi Monthly Newsletter

· Policy Publications and briefings 

· Lobbying Government Ministers and officials on issues of specific concern/interest to districts

· Formal responses to Government Consultations

· Formal evidence to Select Committees 

· Involvement in national research to strengthen the district voice
· Annual Staff Development Programme for up and coming district officers. 
Work we have undertaken
· City Deal Publication launched
· Series of health and wellbeing events

· Planning events on the NPPF
· Worked with the LGA and CCN on New Homes Bonus Consultation

· Undertook research in to DFG’s which was well received by central government

· Piloted the Staff Development Programme which is now an annual programme
· Jointly ran workshops with DCLG to inform the Private Rented Sector work they were undertaking

· Revised the DCN manifesto to be launched in June

· Responded to a number of central government consultations

· Undertook research project with NLGN – the road not taken



