
LGA Special Interest Groups

2014 Annual Report to LGA Leadership Board

SIG NAME, LEAD OFFICER, AUTHORITY AND CONTACT DETAILS:

SIG NAME: The f40 Group

LEAD OFFICER: Doug Allan, Secretary

AUTHORITY:  f40 represents 34 of the poorest funded education 
authorities in England

ADDRESS: C/o DTW, Bank Chambers, Market Place, Guisborough TS14 
6BN

                           

                   
TEL:       07785 223707  

EMAIL:      doug@dtw.co.uk

WEBSITE:  www.f40.org.uk

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP: 
[Note: Only LGA member authorities are entitled to SIG membership]

f40 represents 34 of the poorest funded education authorities in England

Bedford Borough, Cambridgeshire CC, Central Bedfordshire, Cheshire 
East, Cheshire West and Chester, Derbyshire CC, Devon CC, Dorset CC
East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Gloucestershire CC, Herefordshire CC,
Kent CC, Leicestershire CC, North Lincolnshire Council, North Yorkshire
CC, Northumberland Council, Nottinghamshire CC, Oxfordshire CC, 
Shropshire CC, Solihull MDC, Somerset CC, South Gloucestershire 
Council, Staffordshire CC, Stockport MDC, Suffolk CC, Swindon Council, 
Torbay Council, Trafford MDC, Wakefield MDC, Warrington Council, 
Warwickshire CC, Wigan MDC, Worcestershire Council and City of York 
Council.



TERMS OF REFERENCE:

TO: organise an all-party, campaign for fairer funding for schools in the 
worst funded authorities in England.

KEY AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:

Over the years f40's aim has been to influence a significant change in 
the way the government allocates funding to local authorities and 
schools. The allocations for primary and secondary pupils in the 
authorities in the f40 group are the lowest in the country.
 
Whilst f40 has welcomed the extra money allocated to education in 
recent years, it believes that adjustments to the formula have failed to 
address the fundamental problems inherent in the old system.
 
League tables showing the funding of all authorities in England clearly 
show how disadvantaged the poorest funded authorities are compared 
with those who are better funded. Despite minor changes to the funding 
system, the gap between the ‘haves’ and ‘have nots’ has widened.
 
f40 has always said that it wants to see a system which recognises the 
special needs of all LAs whether they are in urban, rural or inner London 
locations. Fundamentally we want a system which allows the lowest 
funded councils to catch up.
 The Pupil Premium, introduced in April 2011, has not created the shift in 
allocations of funding required to fundamentally change the position of 
the poorest funded authorities and schools. There continues to be 
inequity and unfairness in the system.
 
The School Funding Reform consultation held in October 2011, was a 
watershed for f40's campaign. It clearly demonstrated that the 
government has recognised that a new, fairer and more transparent 
school funding system is needed.
 
Despite this acknowledgement of f40's case, the Secretary of State 
announced that the government would take no action to change the 
situation in advance of the next elections in 2015.
 
In a surprise announcement on 13 March 2014, the government 
announced an interim allocation of £350million for 2015-16 shared 



between 62 authorities identified as being among the poorest funded. Of 
this amount, £172million was allocated to f40 authorities. 

However, f40 has real concerns that the allocation of the extra cash is 
based on the use of inappropriate data and has argued that different 
calculations could and should have been used. This was reflected in our 
response to the consultation on the extra funding, which closed on 30 
April 2014.
 
The extra funding is seen by the government as a step in the right 
direction towards a new fairer funding formula, but it is now perfectly 
clear that we must wait a few more years the new formula to materialise.
 
As promised, we will work with Ministers and the Department for 
Education on the details of a new national formula.

KEY ACTIVITIES/OUTCOMES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN

F40’s campaign has been running for nearly two decades and its 
members were becoming increasingly disappointed and frustrated at the 
lack of acknowledgement over many years. However, the situation has 
now changed and we have been increasingly successful in recent times.

Our first victory was to get the Coalition Government to acknowledge 
the unfairness of the existing allocation arrangement. It did this in the 
aftermath of the School Funding Reform consultation of 2011-12.

Since then we have held regular meetings with government Ministers 
and the Department for Education to discuss the development of a new 
national funding formula.

The announcement in March 2014 of extra funding totalling £350million 
to be allocated in 2015-16 to 62 “poorly funded” local authorities was a 
red letter day for our campaign, though as mentioned above, there is 
still much to be done to ensure the distribution of this extra funding is 
fair and just, and to push for the introduction of the promised national 
funding formula at the earliest possible time.

Throughout the last year, f40 has developed its campaign through links 
with MPs, the LGA, CCN, local authorities, schools, governors and 
schools forums. We have developed our media relations at both national 
and regional levels. There has been extensive coverage of our activities 
on television and in the press.

We held a national conference in The Palace of Westminster in February 
2014, which was extremely successful.



F40’s Research Team, made up of Finance Managers from member 
authorities, has held regular meetings with DfE officials to help develop 
the new national formula…and although we were disappointed that the 
promised Consultation on a new formula has been postponed, we are 
continuing to work with the government to try and ensure the best 
possible arrangements for the future.


