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	SIG NAME, LEAD OFFICER, AUTHORITY AND CONTACT DETAILS:


	SIG NAME: INTEGRATED TRANSPORT AUTHORITIES SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
LEAD OFFICER:  JONATHAN BRAY
AUTHORITY:  PTEG
ADDRESS:  40-50 WELLINGTON STREET, LEEDS LS1 2DE
TEL:         0113 251 7445
EMAIL:      jonathan.bray@pteg.net
WEBSITE: www.pteg.net


	CURRENT MEMBERSHIP: 
[Note: Only LGA member authorities are entitled to SIG membership]

	The membership of the Group comprises Merseyside, South Yorkshire, Tyne & Wear, West Midlands, and West Yorkshire ITAs and the Transport for Greater Manchester Committee.  Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) is an honorary member of the Group. 

The Group is supported in an administrative and policy capacity by the pteg Support Unit. 




	TERMS OF REFERENCE:


	PTA SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP: REVISED TERMS OF REFERENCE (March 2006)

The PTA Special Interest Group shall provide the forum within the Local Government Association for Passenger Transport Authorities.  It shall act as the voice of the LGA on matters of specific relevance to PTAs, including the establishment of a dialogue with Government and the European Institutions, working in conjunction with LGA boards, commissions, task groups and the Executive, but particularly with the Environment Board.  The PTA SIG shall not work in a way which conflicts with or undermines LGA policy as a whole or damages the interests of other member authorities.

The SIG shall in particular:

i.
act on behalf of the LGA in relation to matters of specific relevance to PTAs including their financial arrangements, and their role in relation to the provision of public transport services in the Metropolitan areas outside London;

ii.
assist the LGA to promote the role of urban authorities in relation to public transport and the ability of those authorities to meet the public transport needs of the communities they serve;

iii.
provide a forum in which PTAs can discuss matters of common concern and exchange good practice and experience.

The SIG will achieve these objectives by:

i.
bringing together representatives of the PTAs at least four times a year and arranging other meetings as appropriate;

ii.
contributing to and being consulted on the work of the LGA's Environment and Regeneration Boards and any task groups they establish;

iii.
making statements on behalf of the LGA on matters of specific and particular concern.

REVISED PTA SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP RULES

1.
Membership of the PTA SIG shall be open to the six Passenger Transport Authorities established by the Local Government Act 1985.

2.
Strathclyde PTA or its successor body shall be invited to become an honorary member of the Group.

3.
The membership of the Group will be reviewed if any further joint transport authorities are established with a view to membership being extended to include them.

4.
Each authority in membership of the Group shall be entitled to nominate three members to attend meetings of Group, which shall comprise the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Authority, and the Lead opposition member (or their representatives).  Nominations shall be sought for a period of 12 months, commencing with an annual meeting of the Group in July or as soon as possible after July each year.

5.
The Group shall appoint each year:


(a)
a Chair and 


(b)
a Vice Chair from each of the main parties on the Group.

6.
The Group shall operate its meetings under the provisions of the Political Conventions adopted by the LGA.

7.
The Group shall submit an annual report to the LGA Executive and shall provide reports of its meetings for information at meetings of the LGA Environment and Regeneration Board.

8.
The provisions relating to the composition of the SIG (paragraph 4 above) shall be subject to periodic review.




	KEY AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:


	The principle aims and objectives of the Group during this period were:

· to provide a forum for members of the Integrated Transport Authorities in metropolitan areas to develop policy and lobbying responses on the full range of transport issues they face; and

· to link with the LGA through its Regeneration & Transport Board and relevant Task Groups on wider transport and related policy issues.




	KEY ACTIVITIES/OUTCOMES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN



	The following principal topics have formed the core elements of our work in the past year:
· Developing and articulating the benefits of investing in transport in the city regions 

· Responding to the changing governance environment on transport in the city regions
· Highlighting the need for investment in additional rolling stock and in key infrastructure investment (including the Northern Hub)

· Making the case for further devolution of powers and responsibilities over local rail networks

· Saving money for ITAs / PTEs through collaborative working, joint commissioning and subscriptions  

· Ensuring that reimbursement for concessionary travel is based on fair and accurate information 
· Working with Young Peoples’ organisations on a better deal for young people and public transport
· Implementing the provisions of the Local Transport Act 2008 to make considerable progress on ways of improving bus services through Voluntary Partnerships, Qualifying Agreements, Statutory Quality Partnerships and emerging plans for Quality Contracts
· Identifying funding opportunities from Europe and working to ensure that EU policy and regulation supports rather than undermines the work of the ITAs/PTEs
· Maintaining and developing good relationships with key stakeholders and ensuring that ITAs/PTEs reputation and influence continues to grow
· Exploring the potential for combined budgets and vehicle fleets across public transport, healthcare, social services, education sectors




