LGA Special Interest Groups
2014 Annual Report to LGA Leadership Board

	SIG NAME, LEAD OFFICER, AUTHORITY AND CONTACT DETAILS:


	SIG NAME: Local Authority World Heritage Forum (LAWHF)
LEAD OFFICER: Cllr Dave Davies (Chair)
AUTHORITY:  Telford and Wrekin Council
ADDRESS: Addenbrooke House, 
                    Ironmasters Way, 
                   Telford, TF3 4NT
TEL:        01952 380000 

EMAIL:     David.davies@telford.gov.uk
And The Secretary – gillianmclarke@hotmail.com
WEBSITE: www.lawhf.gov.uk


	CURRENT MEMBERSHIP: 
[Note: Only LGA member authorities are entitled to SIG membership]

	Member                                                            Membership Type

Bath & North East Somerset Council
Full
City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council
Full
Canterbury City Council
Full

Carlisle City Council
Full
Comhairle Nan Eilean Sair
Full
Cornwall County Council
Full
Derbyshire County Council
Full
Devon County Council
Full
Dorset County Council
Full
Durham County Council
Full

Edinburgh City Council
Full

Glasgow City Council
Full

ICOMOS UK
Other Bodies etc
Lake District National Park Authority
Full
Liverpool City Council
Full
London Borough of Greenwich
Full
Newcastle upon Tyne City Council
Full
South Lanarkshire Council
Full

Telford and Wrekin
Full
Torfaen County Borough Council
Full
Westminster City Council
Full
West Oxfordshire District Council
Full



Wiltshire Council
Full

Wrexham
Full



	TERMS OF REFERENCE:


	Aims and Vision

The Forum’s vision is that all existing and candidate World Heritage Sites in the United Kingdom are given due recognition of their outstanding universal significance and are resourced to ensure their protection, conservation and presentation. The opportunities which inscription to World Heritage status brings, for lifelong learning, economic regeneration and wider community benefits, also need to be realised, and the key role of local authorities, working with other partners, in delivering these conservation obligations these opportunities need to be recognised, resourced and supported.

The Forum further exists to promote World Heritage as a practical expression of universal human values uniting different cultures and communities across the globe



	KEY AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:


	1. To act as a UK-wide* forum for the development of expertise and knowledge and for the exchange of experience and information in connection with the management of World Heritage Sites.

2. To represent the interests* of local authorities and other World Heritage management bodies*, in relation to World Heritage matters.

3. To assist local authorities to fulfil their responsibilities in relation to the World Heritage Convention, namely, identification, protection, conservation, presentation and education, and World Heritage Management bodies in the preparation and implementation of World Heritage Site Management Plans.

4. To encourage central government and the devolved governments, and UK and international agencies to (a) recognise the role of local authorities in managing World Heritage Sites and (b) provide them with an effective policy framework, support and adequate resources, thereby enabling local authorities to assist the State Party to fulfil its obligations in relation to the World Heritage Convention.

5. To work with the UK government as States Party signatory to the World Heritage Convention, the devolved governments and the other agencies and stakeholders involved in World Heritage matters including ICOMOS, ICCROM, IUCN, the Northern Ireland Office, English Heritage, Cadw, Historic Scotland, The National Trust, The National Trust for Scotland, Natural England, Scottish Natural Heritage, Countryside Council for Wales, the UK UNESCO Commission and other relevant agencies. The association will also operate as a Special Interest Group of the Local Government Group.

*Definitions:

(i) For the purposes of LAWHF membership, the UK is taken to include the Crown Dependencies and British Overseas Territories. 

(ii) ‘Interests’ include planning, highways, education, tourism, regeneration.

(iii)‘World Heritage Management Bodies’ include World Heritage Steering Groups, Trusts and Companies which are responsible for the production and implementation of WHS Management ,Plans. 



	KEY ACTIVITIES/OUTCOMES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN



	1. The Forum meets regularly 4 times each year. During 2013 we were hosted by Dorset County Council; and at the World Heritage Centre in Blaenavon by Torfaen Council.  In the autumn we were the guests of West Oxfordshire Council and were able to visit Blenheim Palace. The AGM was kindly hosted by Baroness Kay Andrews at the House of Lords.

2. The Forum responds to consultations on government documents; during 2013   a full response to the Taylor Review of Planning Guidance was made. The Forum has also responded to the EH Survey on International Advice and Engagement, and the DCMS Consultation on the New Model for English Heritage.
3. The Forum continues its links with other European World Heritage Sites through the Organisation for World Heritage Cities (OWHC). 

4. The Forum has concentrated on Site Management issues including  Arts Initiatives at World Heritage Sites, and the role of Volunteers, at its meetings this year. The Forum is currently carrying out a Review of the Strategy and Governance of LAWHF and is due to report in the autumn 2014 .



